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ABSTRACT 

This research analyzes betrayals in George Raymond Richard Martin’s novel, A 
Game of Thrones. There are two objectives of the study; first, it is to know what 
betrayals that occur in A Game of Thrones. Second, it is to find out the effects of 
betrayal toward the betrayers and the betrayed ones in A Game of Thrones. The 
researcher uses objective approach to answer the problem statements above. 
The result of the research shows that there are five betrayals. First, Viserys sells 
Daenerys, his sister, to Drogo. Second, Eddard has a sexual affair outside of his 
marriage with Catelyn. Third, Cersei kills Robert, her husband, using poison. 
Fourth, Cersei captures Eddard, a man that is loyal to Robert, deceptively. Fifth, 
Petyr deceives Eddard by acting as his ally even though he works for Cersei. 
There are eleven effects of the betrayal in the novel. First, Daenerys is 
disappointed that she cannot keep the purity of Targaryen’s bloodline because 
she marries Drogo. Second, Viserys Targaryen fails to have a pure bloodline 
because Daenerys marries Drogo. Third, Viserys is dead because Drogo kills 
him. Fourth, Catelyn is jealous of Jon’s mother because Eddard does not want to 
send Jon away. Fifth, Catelyn hates Jon Snow because she wishes to have Jon 
gets sick instead of her son, Bran. Sixth, Eddard brings Jon to Winterfell because 
he wants to take responsibility of his affair. Seventh, Robert Baratheon is dead 
because Cersei kills him. Eighth, Eddard Stark is executed publicly because 
Cersei considers him as a threat against Joffrey. Ninth, Joffrey becomes the next 
king because Robert Baratheon is dead. Tenth, Eddard Stark is captured by Petyr 
because Petyr wants Joffrey to take the throne. Eleventh, Petyr can get closer to 
Catelyn because Eddard is dead. 
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INTRODUCTION 

One of the situations that people deal in life is betrayal. According to Oxford 
Dictionary of Advanced Learners, to betray is defined as “to show a lack of loyalty 
to somebody/something. Betrayal is the action of betraying somebody/something 
or the fact of being betrayed” (Hornby 102). Furthermore, in the book Betrayal, 
Rejection, Revenge, and Forgiveness: An Interpersonal Script Approach, 
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“betrayal may occur in any kind of relationship context if one or other party 
violates salient relational expectations or breaks the rules in some way” (Fitness 
5). Another explanation regarding betrayal can be found in the book Betrayals 
and Treason Violations of Trust and Loyalty, “the antagonistic violation of trust 
and loyalty, and hence the crossing of moral boundaries by a genuine member in 
the collective or dyad, is interpreted as betrayal” (Ben 36).  

As mentioned in the definition of betrayal, trust and loyalty are indeed 
important to discuss further. According to Oxford Dictionary of Advanced 
Learners, trust is “the belief or willingness to believe that one can rely on the 
goodness, strength, ability, etc. of somebody or something” (Hornby 1281). It 
means that trust is the situation when people decide to believe that they can rely 
on other people. In the book Foundations of Social Theory, trust involves 
expressions of confidence within a specified set of relations. Establishing this 
confidence, particularly in close and intimate relations, requires time, and there 
are sets of behaviors and verbal expressions that can strengthen or weaken this 
trust (Coleman 96). It can be implied that trust involves behavior that takes the 
element of risk into consideration. The element that accompanies trust is loyalty. 
According to Oxford Dictionary of Advanced Learners, loyalty is “the quality of 
being true and faithful in one’s support of somebody or something” (Hornby 700). 
In the book Traitors: The Labyrinths of Treason, loyalty means constancy in a 
trust or obligation (Pincher 1). One can be loyal to many things; to one’s friend, 
country, religion, territory, political system, and so on.  

The practice of betrayals in the aspects of politics and romance is 
reflected in the novel entitled A Game of Thrones, which was written by George 
Raymond Richard Martin. A Game of Thrones is the first book of the series of A 
Song of Ice and Fire which talks about several noble houses fight a civil war over 
who should be king, while an exiled princess tries to find her place in the world, 
and the kingdom is threatened by some rising supernatural threat in the north. 
Based on the brief summary above, the aim in conducting this research is to find 
out two things; they are the betrayals that occur in the novel and the effects of the 
betrayal toward the betrayers and the betrayed ones. 

 

DISCUSSION 

Betrayal Committed by Viserys Targaryen and the Effects to the Betrayer 
and the Betrayed One 

Viserys Targaryen is the second son and heir of King Aerys II Targaryen, the 
former ruler of Westeros. During Robert’s Rebellion, after Viserys’s older brother 
Rhaegar is killed at the Battle of the Trident, his father sends Viserys and his 
pregnant mother Queen Rhaella to safety on Dragonstone island. King Aerys is 
soon afterwards killed during the sack of King’s Landing along with Rhaegar’s 
widow and children, and thus at the age of only five Viserys becomes the titular 
head of House Targaryen, though by this point the war is officially lost. House 
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Targaryen has been defeated by House Baratheon. Now House Baratheon rules 
Westeros. 

 Not long afterwards, Viserys’s mother dies in childbirth. Viserys and his 
baby sister Daenerys are smuggled to safety in the Free Cities, across the 
Narrow Sea on the continent of Essos. Bereft of followers, Viserys spends the 
next 17 years traveling between the Free Cities trying to find new supporters for 
an attempt to retake the Iron Throne.  

 Viserys claims the title of Lord of Westeros and refers to Robert 
Baratheon only as “the Usurper”. After years fruitlessly wandering the Free Cities 
seeking military support to retake his throne, Viserys and Daenerys become 
guests of the powerful Magister Illyrio Mopatis of Pentos. 

 Viserys lusts for revenge because of the war and the loss of the Iron 
Throne. His entire world evolves around building an army before coming back for 
the throne, and Daenerys becomes a key to fulfill his plan. Together with Illyrio, 
he betrays his sister by forcing Daenerys to marry the Dothraki leader, Khal 
Drogo, with the plan to use Drogo’s men as his army. Khal Drogo is a rich person. 
It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “Khal Drogo was so rich even his 
slaves wore golden collars” (Martin 30). Drogo is also a strong person. It can be 
seen through the following quotation: “You see how long his braid is? When 
Dothraki are defeated in combat, they cut off their braids in disgrace, so the world 
will know their shame. Khal Drogo has never lost a fight and you will be his 
queen” (Martin 34). 

 Daenerys actually does not want to marry Drogo. It can be seen through 
the quotation as follows: “Please, please, Viserys, I don’t want to, I want to go 
home” (Martin 34). As the quote above states, Daenerys does not want this 
forced marriage to happen. She just wants to go home. Home here means 
Daenerys’ rooms in Illyrio’s estate. 

 Viserys needs Drogo’s army to raid Westeros and take back the throne 
that is supposed to belong to him. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: 
“We won’t need his whole khalasar. Ten thousand, that would be enough, I could 
sweep the Seven Kingdoms rightful king” (Martin 31). Before explaining the quote 
above, the writer will explain about khalasar. Khalasar is the troops of Dothraki. 
According to Oxford Dictionary of Advanced Learners, troop is “a unit of soldiers 
in armoured vehicles or artillery or cavalry” (1278). Khalasars spread across the 
Dothraki sea and frequently raid surrounding regions. The quote implies that 
Viserys needs Drogo’s khalasar in order to take the Iron Throne. Iron Throne here 
is the seat in King’s Landing which belongs to a King. Originally it is his father’s 
and soon it will go to Viserys. But, Robert Baratheon raids King’s Landing and 
takes the Iron Throne. Now, he plans to raid King’s Landing with the help of 
Drogo’s khalasar and kills Robert Baratheon. 

 Viserys betrays his sister, Daenerys. He breaks the trust and loyalty of 
Daenerys. They are brother and sister. They have a special bond since they are 
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the only survivors from House Targaryen. They are supposed to take care of 
each other. Even though Daenerys does not want to marry Drogo, Viserys does 
not care as long as he gets Drogo’s khalasar. He only wants to take Iron Throne 
back and becomes the ruler of Westeros like his father did. He forces his sister to 
marry a stranger, Drogo. Daenerys has an expectation that someday she will 
marry her brother, therefore, Viserys violates the salient relational expectation 
from Daenerys. From the explanation above, the writer decides that Viserys 
commits a betrayal to Daenerys. 

 The effect of Viserys Targaryen’s betrayal to Daenerys Targaryen is that 
Daenerys is disappointed that she cannot keep the purity of Targaryen’s 
bloodline. It is proved by the quotation below: 

 She had always assumed that she would wed Viserys when she came of 
age. For centuries the Targaryens had married brother to sister, since 
Aegon the Conqueror had taken his sisters to bride. The line must be 
kept pure, Viserys had told her a thousand times; theirs was the 
kingsblood, the golden blood of old Valyria, the blood of the dragon. 
Dragons did not mate with the beasts of the field, and Targaryens did not 
mingle their blood with that of lesser men. Yet now Viserys schemed to 
sell her to a stranger, a barbarian. (Martin 29) 

Aegon the Conqueror is the ancestor of Viserys and Daenerys. Daenerys is 
always ready to marry her brother. It is the tradition of House Targaryen. The 
tradition is to involve a brother and a sister in marriage. It is needed to keep the 
bloodline pure. The bloodline of Targaryens is the blood of the dragon. It means 
that they are the only ones that can control the dragons as they wish. If 
Targaryens marry people from other House, it is feared that they cannot control 
the dragons anymore. Hence, Daenerys is disappointed that she cannot keep the 
purity of Targaryen’s bloodline when she knows that Viserys wants her to marry a 
stranger. 

There are two effects of Viserys Targaryen’s betrayal to himself. The first 
effect is Viserys fails to have a pure bloodline. It is proved by the quotation below: 

For centuries the Targaryens had married brother to sister, since Aegon 
the Conqueror had taken his sisters to bride. The line must be kept pure, 
Viserys had told her a thousand times; theirs was the kingsblood, the 
golden blood of old Valyria, the blood of the dragon. Dragons did not 
mate with the beasts of the field, and Targaryens did not mingle their 
blood with that of lesser men. (Martin 29) 

From the quotation above, it can be seen that Viserys fails to follow his ancestor’s 
ritual. He is no longer qualified to control a dragon because he chooses to wed 
his sister to Drogo. 

The second effect is Viserys is dead. He is killed by Drogo. It is proved 
by the quotation below: 
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 Khal Drogo unfastened his belt. The medallions were pure gold, massive 
and ornate, each one as large as a man’s hand. He shouted a 
command. Cook slaves pulled a heavy iron stew pot from the firepit, 
dumped the stew onto the ground, and returned the pot to the flames. 
Drogo tossed in the belt and watched without expression as the 
medallions turned red and began to lose their shape. She could see fires 
dancing in the onyx of his eyes. A slave handed him a pair of thick 
horsehair mittens, and he pulled them on, never so much as looking at 
the man. When the gold was half melted and starting to run, Drogo 
reached into the flames, snatched out the pot. “Crown!” he roared. 
“Here, A crown for Cart King!” And upended the pot over the head of the 
man who had been her brother. The sound Viserys Targaryen made 
when that hideous iron helmet covered his face was like nothing human. 
His feet hammered a frantic beat against the dirt floor, slowed, stopped. 
Thick globs of molten gold dripped down onto his chest, setting the 
scarlet silk to smoldering…yet no drop of blood was spilled. (Martin 482-
483) 

Cart King means that Viserys is poor, but he claims to be a king. Khal Drogo is 
mad when Viserys points the sword to Daenerys, who is pregnant. Khal Drogo 
then puts his belt into a very hot stew pot. Khal Drogo kills Viserys by pouring the 
hot pot over Viserys without spilling blood, therefore Viserys is dead. 

 

Betrayal Committed by Eddard Stark and the Effects to the Betrayer and the 
Betrayed One  

Eddard Stark is the head of House Stark and Lord Paramount of the North of the 
constituent regions of the Seven Kingdoms, and House Stark is one of the Great 
Houses of the realm. House Stark rules the region from their seat of Winterfell, 
and Eddard also holds the title Lord of Winterfell. In addition, he is the Warden of 
the North. 

 Eddard is the second son of Lord Rickard Stark. Lord Rickard serves 
King Aerys II Targaryen as Warden of the North. Eddard’s older brother Brandon 
is Rickard’s heir. Eddard also has a younger sister Lyanna and a younger brother 
Benjen. Eddard is a stoic, dutiful, and honorable man. He gets the title Hand of 
the King. It means that he is the most trusted person by the king. 

 Eddard is a trusted, close friend and counselor of King Robert 
Baratheon. He supports Robert’s play for the throne by acting as a general in 
several major battles. Eddard’s sister, Lyanna, who is betrothed to Robert, is 
purportedly kidnapped by Prince Rhaegar Targaryen. Brandon protests the 
kidnapping, but his attempt to bring Rhaegar to justice fails. Lord Rickard and 
Brandon are summoned to court in King’s Landing by Aerys Targaryen, and both 
Brandon and Rickard are brutally executed by the Mad King. Aerys Targaryen is 
called the Mad King because he loves to execute people. Even though in this 
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case his son did the wrong thing, he still kills the innocent people like Brandon 
and Rickard. 

 Their deaths leave Eddard to inherit Rickard’s responsibilities, serving 
King Robert instead. Despite his happy family life, Eddard still feels the losses of 
his family quite keenly, often visiting his sister’s tomb to light a candle for her. 
Despite barely knowing each other, Eddard and Catelyn form a strong and loving 
marriage, and have five children; Robb, Sansa, Arya, Bran, and Rickon. Eddard 
also has an illegitimate son, Jon Snow and raises Jon as his son alongside his 
legitimate children in Winterfell.  

Eddard Stark betrays his wife, Catelyn by having a sexual affair. His 
affair gives him an illegitimate son, named Jon Snow. Catelyn is angry whenever 
she hears that name. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “What of 
Jon Snow, my lord?” Maester Luwin asked. Catelyn tensed at the mention of the 
name. Eddard felt the anger in her, and pulled away” (Martin 61). Maesters are an 
order of scholars, healers, and learned men in the Seven Kingdoms. Due to their 
scientific and intellectual pursuits, they are sometimes called as “the knights of 
the mind”. Maester Luwin is an intellectual person who serves House Stark. 

In Westeros, it is common for men to have affair when they are in 
battlefield. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “Many men fathered 
bastards. Catelyn had grown up with that knowledge” (Martin 61). The affair takes 
place one year after their marriage when Eddard goes to battlefield. It can be 
seen through the quotation as follows: “It came as no surprise to her, in the first 
year of her marriage, to learn that Ned had fathered a child on some girl chance 
met on a campaign. He had a man’s needs, after all” (Martin 61). What makes her 
angry is Eddard does something that is not common by bringing back the 
illegitimate child to home. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “Ned 
brought his bastard home with him, and called him “son” for all the north to see 
(Martin 62). Ned is the nickname of Eddard Stark. 

Eddard Stark indeed betrays his wife, Catelyn, by having an affair. They 
are husband and wife. Catelyn trusts him even though she barely knows Eddard’s 
personality. She is loyal to Eddard, by taking care of their son, Robb. Catelyn has 
expectation that Eddard stays loyal even when he is separated from her. 
However, Eddard violates the salient relational expectation from Catelyn by 
having an affair resulting in an illegitimate son named Jon Snow. From the 
explanation above, the writer decides that Eddard Stark commits a betrayal to 
Catelyn. 

 There are two effects of Eddard Stark’s betrayal to Catelyn. The first 
effect is Catelyn is jealous of Jon’s mother. It is proved by the quotation as 
follows, “Whoever Jon’s mother had been, Ned must have loved her fiercely, for 
nothing Catelyn said would persuade him to send the boy away” (Martin 62). 
Catelyn is jealous of Jon’s mother because she thinks that Eddard Stark must 
love Jon’s mother so much that whatever she says, Eddard does not want to 
send Jon away. 



   Betrayals in George Raymond…   45  

Vol. 14. No. 1 – February 2018 

 Catelyn has a suspicion regarding the identity of Jon Snow’s mother. It is 
proved by the quotation below: 

 Catelyn heard her maids repeating tales they heard from the lips of her 
husband’s soldiers. They whispered of Ser Arthur Dayne, the Sword of 
the Morning, deadliest of the seven knights of Aerys’s Kingsguard, and 
of how their young lord had slain him in a single combat. And they told 
how afterward Ned had carried Ser Arthur’s sword back to the beautiful 
young sister who awaited him in a castle called Starfall on the shores of 
the Summer Sea. The Lady Ashara Dayne, tall and fair, with haunting 
violet eyes. It had taken her a fort-night to marshal her courage, but 
finally, in one bed one night, Catelyn had asked her husband the truth of 
it, asked him to his face. (Martin 62) 

It is implied that Ashara Dayne is the mother of Jon Snow. She is the young sister 
of Arthur Dayne. Arthur Dayne is one of the allies of Eddard Stark.  

 The second effect is Catelyn hates Jon Snow. It is proved by the 
quotation below. It is the dialogue between Jon Snow and Catelyn. It takes place 
when Bran, Catelyn’s son, is sick. 

He was at the door when she called out to him. “Jon,” she said. He 
should have kept going, but she had never called him by his name 
before. He turned to find her looking at his face, as if she were seeing it 
for the first time. “Yes?” he said. “It should have been you,” she told 
him.” (Martin 90).  

From the quotation above, it implies that Catelyn Stark hates Jon from the bottom 
of her heart. She never calls Jon Snow by his name. The sentence “It should 
have been you” means that Catelyn wishes Jon Snow trades place with his sick 
son, Bran. She wants Jon Snow to be lying in bed while Bran is healthy. Catelyn 
hates Jon Snow. This effect is the further effect of Eddard’s betrayal. 

 The effect of Eddard Stark’s betrayal to himself is Eddard brings his 
illegitimate son, Jon Snow, to live with him in the castle of Winterfell. It is proved 
by the quotation as follows, “Ned brought his bastard home with him, and called 
him “son” for all the north to see” (Martin 62). It is implied that Eddard brings Jon 
to Winterfell and he wants to take responsibility of his affair.  

 

Betrayals Committed by Cersei Lannister and the Effects to the Betrayer 
and the Betrayed Ones 

Cersei Lannister is the only daughter and eldest child of Lord Tywin Lannister and 
his wife Joanna Lannister, who is also his cousin. Cersei is the elder twin of Ser 
Jaime Lannister and the elder sister of Tyrion Lannister. She is raised in privilege 
in the family seat of Casterly Rock. She is noted for her great beauty. 
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 Cersei’s mother dies when she is four years old, after giving birth to her 
younger brother Tyrion, a dwarf. Like her father, Cersei always blames Tyrion for 
her mother’s death and deeply resents that her mother dies so that Tyrion can 
live in this world. As for Cersei’s father Tywin, he is constantly away from home 
during her childhood and teenage years, serving as Hand of the King at the 
capital, with only infrequent visits back to his seat at Casterly Rock. Hand of the 
King means the man that is trusted the most by the king and usually accompanies 
the king in King’s Landing. It means that Cersei and her two brothers are primarily 
raised by servants of House Lannister. She begins an incestuous relationship 
with Jaime in her youth and still keeps it going even though she is married to 
Robert Baratheon.  

 After the end of the civil war with House Targaryen, Cersei is married to 
King Robert Baratheon. It is a political marriage Robert agrees to with the help of 
her father’s last-minute alliance. She is only nineteen when she marries Robert 
and becomes Queen. She gives Robert a son who dies shortly after his birth. 
Cersei is devastated by the loss of her son and refuses to have the body taken 
from her, forcing Robert to hold her while they take her son from her. In time, 
Cersei’s feeling for Robert turns to hatred and she returns to her brother as a 
result.  

Her three children, Joffrey, Myrcella, and Tommen are officially Robert’s, 
but in reality are the products of her incestuous relationship with Jaime. It is 
shown in the dialogue between Cersei and Eddard. “Your brother?” Ned said. “Or 
your lover?”. “Both.” She did not flinch from the truth” (Martin 468). Indirectly, 
Cersei acknowledges that she has intimate relationship with her twin Jaime 
Lannister and she is happy with it. “Jaime and I are more than brother and sister. 
When he is in me, I feel…whole” (Martin 468). Cersei also confirms that she is not 
making love with Robert. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “I have 
not let him inside me for years. I know other ways to pleasure him. Whatever we 
do, the king is usually so drunk that he’s forgotten it all by the next morning 
(Martin 469). The fact that the three children are indeed not from Robert makes 
many problems in the novel.   

As mentioned above, Cersei’ children are not from Robert so she is 
scared that one day when Robert finds out the truth, he will not give his throne to 
Joffrey. By thinking that in mind, she does the betrayal by trying to kill King 
Robert. She uses other people to kill him through various plans. It is shown by the 
dialogue between Varys and Eddard Stark. Varys is one of the council members 
and he is the eunuch. According to Oxford Dictionary of Advanced Learners, 
eunuch is “ a man who has been castrated, especially one employed in former 
times to guard the women’s living areas in some eastern courts” (394). Varys 
said, “Today was a near thing. They had hoped to kill him during the melee” 
(Martin 310). The melee is an honorable battle between fourty knights wielding a 
sword or a spear while riding horses. The king loves this event and always 
watches it. It implies that Cersei is planning to kill the king by using one of the 
knights to stab the king. Varys said “Amids all the chaos, with horses screaming 
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and bones breaking, who could name it murder if some chance blow felled His 
Grace?” (Martin 310). His Grace is Robert Baratheon. This implies that even if the 
king dies, there is no one to blame. The situation is chaotic, so it is forgiven to 
make a mistake. After all, the next King would be Joffrey. As he is only fourteen 
years old boy, he will listen to his mother, Cersei and the situation is controlled. 
However, in the reality, Robert is not killed in the melee and he is temporarily 
alive. 

The next attempt of betrayal by Cersei is by poisoning Robert. She 
knows that Robert likes to drink wine while hunting. When Robert goes hunting, 
she knows that this is her chance to kill the king secretly. Robert is always 
accompanied by the squire to bring his wine and equipment. Cersei uses this as 
an opportunity to poison Robert. It is shown in a dialogue between Varys and Ser 
Barristan. “I wonder, Ser Barristan, who gave the king this wine?” “His squire 
would fetch him a fresh skin whenever he required it.” “Which squire?” “Lancel.” 
Varys said “I know the lad well. He is nephew to Lord Tywin and cousin to the 
queen” (Martin 490). It implies that Cersei is close to Lancel, the squire. She 
orders him to mix the poison into the wine so that Robert can be killed by hunting 
boar. 

 For the poison, Cersei uses something called tears of Lys. It is shown in 
the dialogue between Varys and Eddard. “The tears of Lys, they call it. A rare and 
costly thing, clear and sweet as water, and it leaves no trace” (Martin 312). It 
implies that tears of Lys is perfect for killing someone secretly. It can be mixed 
with wine and the colour does not change. That thing is very expensive, so only a 
handful of people can afford it. Cersei as the queen can buy it and orders Lancel 
to mix the tears of Lys into Robert’s wine. In the end, Robert is killed by the 
poison. People think that Robert is killed by the boar when he is in the drunken 
state. This is what Cersei aims for. In fact, Robert always drinks wine while 
hunting the boar. He can handle the situation since he is strong. It can be seen 
through the quotation as follows: Lord Renly said “My brother was always strong. 
Not wise, perhaps, but strong” (Martin 489). It implies that the cause of Robert’s 
death is the poisoned wine, not the boar. 

Cersei indeed betrays her husband, Robert. They are wife and husband. 
Robert stays loyal to his wife even though they lost a son at birth. Robert has 
expectation to Cersei that the three children they have are indeed his own. 
Instead, Cersei violates the salient relational expectation from Robert by having 
an affair with her twin brother, Jaime. The three children are from Jaime not 
Robert. Not only with an affair, she also betrays Robert by killing him. She mixes 
poison with the wine that Robert always brings while hunting in the forest. In the 
end, Robert is killed by poison. Husband and wife should have loved each other, 
instead Cersei kills her husband, Robert, thus Cersei is crossing the moral 
boundaries of dyad. From the explanation above, the writer decides that Cersei 
commits a betrayal to Robert. 

 The next betrayal committed by Cersei is that she betrays Eddard. She 
considers Eddard as a threat. She wants Joffrey, her son to be the next king after 
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Robert dies. In fact, in his dying moment, Robert writes a letter to Eddard. It is 
proved in the quotation below: 

This is the will and word of Robert of House Baratheon, the First of his 
Name, King of the Andals and all the rest. I do hereby command Eddard 
of House Stark, Lord of Winterfell and Hand of the King, to serve as Lord 
Regent and Protector of the Realm upon my death to rule in my stead, 
until my son Joffrey does come of age (Martin 487).  

Cersei does not want to wait three years to fulfill her dream. She wants Joffrey to 
become the next king as soon as possible. Cersei calls all the important people in 
King’s Landing to a hall. She wants to speed up the process of making Joffrey to 
become the next king. She orders Joffrey to make an announcement. Joffrey 
said, “I command the council to make all the necessary arrangements for my 
coronation. I wish to be crowned within the fortnight. Today, I shall accept oaths 
of fealty from my loyal councilors (Martin 509). Hearing this, Eddard shows the 
letter to Cersei. She does not care at all. It can be seen through the quotation as 
follows: “She ripped the letter in half, ripped the halves in quarters, and let the 
pieces flutter to the floor” (Martin 509). 

 She wants Eddard to bend the knee and swear fealty to her son. Eddard 
strongly rejects the idea. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “Your 
son has no claim to the throne he sits. Lord Stannis is Robert’s true heir” (Martin 
509). Cersei is angry with Eddard’s attitude. She then orders Ser Barristan as The 
Lord Commander of the Kingsguard to seize Eddard. Joffrey screams, “Kill him! 
Kill all of them, I command it! (Martin 510). Eddard Stark is surrounded by 
bodyguards and his men start to die one by one. Eddard is successfully captured 
and later he is executed publicly. Joffrey becomes the next king of Westeros.  

  Cersei indeed betrays Eddard. At first, Eddard trusts Cersei very much. 
He is also loyal to the queen. Eddard later finds out the truth that Cersei’s children 
are not from Robert. He wants to tell Robert the truth as soon as possible. He has 
expectation that Cersei will confess her sin. Hearing this, Cersei is afraid that she 
and her children will be kicked from Westeros. She is also afraid that Joffrey will 
not become the next king. She then betrays Eddard by capturing him and later 
executing him publicly. Cersei violates the salient relational expectation from 
Eddard. From the explanation above, the writer decides that Cersei commits a 
betrayal to Eddard.   

The effect of Cersei Lannister’s betrayal to Robert Baratheon is Robert 
Baratheon is dead. It is proved by the quotation as follows, “The boar must have 
been a fearsome thing. It had ripped the king from groin to nipple with its tusks” 
(Martin 486). Robert is dying with a deep wound from a boar. The mighty king has 
fallen shamefully to an animal. The king is killed by the combination of a poisoned 
wine and a boar. 

The effect of Cersei Lannister’s betrayal to Eddard Stark is Eddard Stark 
is executed publicly. It is proved by the quotation below: 
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“So long as I am your king, treason shall never go unpunished. Ser Ilyn, 
bring me his head!” “…even the queen was saying something to him, but 
Joffrey shook his head.” “The gold cloacks flung Lord Eddard to the 
marble, with his head and chest out over the edge.” (Martin 702-703) 

Eddard Stark is dead in front of the public. King Joffrey orders his bodyguard to 
execute Eddard Stark. He is known as a traitor even though he is loyal in all of his 
life.  

The effect of Cersei Lannister’s betrayal to herself is Joffrey becomes 
the next king. It is proved by the quotation below. It is the dialogue between 
Cersei and Eddard. 

 “We have a new king now,” Cersei Lannister replied. “Lord Eddard, 
when last we spoke, you gave me some counsel. Allow me to return the 
courtesy. Bend the knee, my lord. Bend the knee and swear fealty to my 
son, and we shall allow you to step down as Hand and live out your days 
in the grey waste you call home.” (Martin 509) 

Cersei declares that Joffrey is the next king after Robert Baratheon’s death. 
Cersei wants Eddard to surrender and to swear loyalty to Joffrey. “Hand” means 
the most trusted person by the king. Cersei wants Eddard to go back to Winterfell. 
Winterfell is the home of House Stark. Joffrey is fourteen years old boy. When 
Joffrey becomes king, Cersei is the only one who can order and control him as 
his mother. Theoritically, Joffrey is the king. However, Cersei is the true ruler of 
Westeros. This is the direct effect of Cersei’s betrayal to herself. 

 

Betrayal Committed by Petyr Baelish and the Effects to the Betrayer and the 
Betrayed One 

Petyr Baelish is the head of House Baelish and the lord of an extremely minor 
holding, so small that it has neither name nor a master. His hometown is located 
in a small area within the Fingers, a coastal region in the northeastern shores of 
the Vale of Arryn. He is currently the only living member of House Baelish. He 
acts as a spy for Cersei. 

Petyr Baelish is also known as Littlefinger. He runs a brothel where the 
nobles are having fun in there. He can easily gather information, therefore, he can 
get the position as a member of the council even though he is from a small 
house. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “I hold the man’s balls in 
the palm of my hand” (Martin 194). It implies that he knows all the situations in 
King’s Landing since he has good relationship with the nobles that often visit his 
brothel. 

After Robert dies, Eddard Stark gets a letter that makes him the 
temporary King. However, Eddard still wants Stannis, younger brother of Robert, 
to take the throne. Using this, Petyr tries to persuade him to get the position. It is 
proved by the quotation below: 
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The power is yours, Lord Stark. All you need do is reach out and take it. 
Make peace with the Lannisters. It will be four years before Joffrey 
comes of age. By then he will look to you as a second father, and if not, 
well…. four years is a good long while, my Lord. Long enough to dispose 
of Lord Stannis. Then, should Joffrey prove troublesome, we can reveal 
his little secret and put Lord Renly on the throne (Martin 495).  

It is implied that Petyr wants Eddard as the head of House Stark to rule Westeros.  
Petyr convinces Eddard that there is no need for Stannis to take the throne. Even 
when Joffrey claims the throne, Petyr claims he will take care of it. Eddard Stark 
still insists that Stannis is the heir and worries that their action can be considered 
a crime. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “Lord Baelish, what you 
suggest is treason “(Martin 495).  

Petyr Baelish does not give up to convince Eddard Stark to take the 
throne. He offers a solid plan to Eddard Stark. He will buy some of the King’s 
Landing’s armies and some of the King’s Landing’s commanders to ensure their 
safety in the council hall. They need safety because Eddard is afraid of Cersei 
and her armies. By providing some armies and commanders, Petyr wants to 
convince Eddard to go to council hall. With the backup of the armies and the 
commanders, Eddard feels safe to go to council hall. He does not know that it is a 
trap prepared by Petyr. Petyr then explains his plan to Eddard. It is proved by the 
quotation below: 

Littlefinger laughed, “I ought to make you say it, but that would be 
cruel… so have no fear, my good lord. For the sake of the love I bear for 
Catelyn, I will go to Janos Slynt this very hour and make certain that the 
City Watch is yours. Six thousand gold pieces should do it. A third for the 
Commander, a third for the officers, a third for the men. We might be 
able to buy them for half that much, but I prefer not to take chances.” 
(Martin 496) 

Hearing this, Eddard Stark is slowly beginning to trust Petyr. He then agrees with 
Petyr’s idea. He is confident since he has the official letter from Robert and 
backup from some armies and commanders. They finally go to the council hall. 

 At the council hall, Eddard shows the letter and he wants Stannis 
Baratheon to take the throne, not Joffrey. Cersei does not care with the letter. 
She knows that the armies and commanders which Eddard brings are loyal to 
her. She knows this situation well because she is the mastermind behind the plan 
that Petyr made. Joffrey screams and orders his bodyguards to kill Eddard. 
Feeling confident with the backup of the army, he orders them to capture Cersei 
and her children to custody. He insists that the armies do them no harm and keep 
them under guard. 

 This is where Petyr’s betrayal is proved. The armies from Eddard’s side 
then slay few of Eddard’s trusted men and Eddard is shocked. He thinks that he 
is the one in control. He does not know that all this time Petyr is Cersei’s spy. 
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Petyr’s betrayal is successful. It can be seen through the quotation as follows: “As 
his men died around him, Littlefinger slid Ned’s dagger from its sheath and 
shoved it up under his chin. His smile was apologetic. “I did warn you not to trust 
me, you know” (Martin 510). Eddard is captured and later he is executed publicly. 

 Petyr betrays Eddard. Eddard is the husband of Catelyn. At first, Eddard 
does not trust Petyr. Later, he begins to trust Petyr because Petyr helps Catelyn 
when Catelyn visits King’s Landing. Petyr guides Catelyn well and gives her 
shelter and food. Eddard then starts to trust and stays loyal to Petyr. Eddard has 
expectation that Petyr will help him in the council hall. In fact, Petyr helps Catelyn 
because he is in love with Catelyn. He does not care about Eddard at all. Petyr 
then acts as a spy for Cersei. He makes a solid plan to convince Eddard to go to 
the council hall. Eddard is captured and later he is executed publicly. Petyr 
violates the salient relational expectation from Eddard. From the explanation 
above, the writer decides that Petyr commits a betrayal to Eddard.   

 The effect of Petyr Baelish’s betrayal to Eddard Stark is the 
imprisonment of Eddard. It is proved by the following quotation. “As his men died 
around him, Littlefinger slid Ned’s dagger from its sheath and shoved it up under 
his chin. His smile was apologetic. “I did warn you not to trust me, you know.”” 
(Martin 510). Littlefinger is the nickname of Petyr. Although it is not explicitly 
mentioned that Eddard is captured, it is implied that Ned and his men are trapped 
between Cersei’s armies and Petyr’s armies. Eddard cannot reveal the fact that 
Cersei’s children are not from Robert Baratheon. He is helpless and he can do 
nothing but waiting until the time of his public execution. This is the effect of Petyr 
Baelish’s betrayal to Eddard Stark. 

 The effect of Petyr Baelish’s betrayal to himself is Petyr can get closer to 
Catelyn. Petyr loves Catelyn even though Catelyn is the wife of Eddard. It is 
proved in the quotation below: 

Catelyn was past delicacy. “He was my father’s ward. We grew up 
together in Riverrun. I thought of him as a brother, but his feelings for me 
were…more than brotherly. When it was announced that I was to wed 
Brandon Stark, Petyr challenged for the right to my hand. It was 
madness. Brandon was twenty, Petyr scarcely fifteen. I had to beg 
Brandon to spare Petyr’s life. He let him off with a scar. Afterward, my 
father sent him away. I have not seen him since. “She lifted her face to 
the spray, as if the brisk wind could blow the memories away. “He wrote 
to me at Riverrun after Brandon was killed, but I burned the letter 
unread. By then I knew that Ned would marry me in his brother’s place.” 
(Martin 161) 

It can be seen that Petyr Baelish loves Catelyn since he was a child. When 
Catelyn is told to marry Brandon, Petyr challenges Brandon to duel. Brandon is 
Eddard’s brother. Petyr is defeated badly. Still, Petyr writes a letter to Catelyn 
expressing his love. Catelyn does not love him. Catelyn chooses to marry Eddard 
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Stark. When Eddard is captured, he can get closer to Catelyn without worrying 
about Eddard. This is the effect of Petyr Baelish’s betrayal to himself. 

 

Conclusion  

After analyzing betrayals in George Raymond Richard Martin’s A Game of 
Thrones, it can be understood that the novel shows five main betrayals. The first 
betrayal is Viserys Targaryen betrays his sister, Daenerys Targaryen as he sells 
Daenerys to Drogo. The second betrayal is Eddard Stark betrays his wife, 
Catelyn, by having a sexual affair resulting in an illegitimate son, Jon Snow. The 
third betrayal is Cersei Lannister betrays her husband, Robert Baratheon by 
killing Robert using poison. The fourth betrayal is Cersei Lannister betrays 
Eddard Stark so that she can capture Eddard at the council hall. The fifth betrayal 
is Petyr Baelish betrays Eddard Stark by helping Cercei to capture Eddard at the 
council hall as a spy.   

 In addition, after analyzing the betrayals, it can be known that there are 
some effects of the betrayals to the betrayers and the betrayed ones in George 
Raymond Richard Martin’s A Game of Thrones. The effect of Viserys Targaryen’s 
betrayal to Daenerys Targaryen is Daenerys is disappointed that she cannot keep 
the purity of Targaryen’s bloodline because she marries Drogo. The effects of 
Viserys Targaryen’s betrayal to Viserys Targaryen are Viserys Targaryen fails to 
have a pure bloodline because Daenerys marries Drogo and Viserys is dead 
because Drogo kills him. The effects of Eddard Stark’s betrayal to Catelyn Stark 
are Catelyn is jealous of Jon’s mother because Eddard does not want to send Jon 
away and she hates Jon Snow because she wishes to have Jon Snow gets sick 
instead of her son, Bran. The effect of Eddard Stark’s betrayal to Eddard Stark is 
Eddard brings Jon to Winterfell because he wants to take responsibility of his 
affair. The effect of Cersei Lannister’s betrayal to Robert Baratheon is Robert 
Baratheon is dead because Cersei kills him. The effect of Cersei Lannister’s 
betrayal to Eddard Stark is Eddard Stark is executed publicly because Cersei 
considers him as a threat against Joffrey. The effect of Cersei Lannister’s betrayal 
to Cersei Lannister is Joffrey becomes the next king because Robert Baratheon is 
dead. The effect of Petyr Baelish’s betrayal to Eddard Stark is Eddard Stark is 
captured by Petyr because Petyr wants Joffrey to take the throne. The effect of 
Petyr Baelish’s betrayal to Petyr Baelish is Petyr can get closer to Catelyn 
because Eddard is dead. 

 This paper shows that the motives of the betrayals in A Game of 
Thrones are romance and politics. Viserys betrays Daenerys because he is 
greedy to gain power as the ruler of Westeros. Eddard betrays Catelyn because 
he is in love with another woman named Ashara. Cersei betrays Robert because 
she is in love with Jaime, and at the same time she wants Joffrey to be the next 
king. Petyr betrays Eddard because he wants to get closer to Catelyn and at the 
same time he can keep his position as the member of the council hall. 
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 The writer learns many things from this paper. First, the characters use 
betrayal as a quick way to achieve their goal. This is sad to see because here it 
shows that people do not care about the effects of their betrayal to the betrayed 
ones as long as their goals are achieved. Second, the effects to the betrayed 
ones last for a long time and permanent. For instance; Daenerys has to live with 
the person that she does not love, Catelyn cannot trust her husband anymore for 
the rest of her life, and Robert and Eddard are dead. Third, sometimes the 
betrayer gains misfortune because of the betrayal, for example, Viserys is dead 
instead of getting Drogo’s armies. Fourth, people do not value honesty anymore. 
It is shown by Eddard. Even though he has already done the betrayal, he needs 
to have an honest conversation with his wife, Catelyn. He can tell his wife the 
identity of Jon’s mother, the reason why he does the affair, and the reason why 
he brings Jon to his castle. Instead, he keeps silent all the time. Therefore, he 
does not trust his wife even though his wife is loyal to him. 

In short, betrayal is a common practice in many aspects of life. However, betrayal 
is always a wrong thing to do. The way betrayal is used mostly harms the 
betrayed one. Even the betrayer can get misfortune from betrayal. Thus, it would 
be better to stay loyal and keep the trust with each other rather than using 
betrayal that would result in something that would be regretted later on. 
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